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Abstract

Non-small cell lung cancer is associated with approximately 85% mortality due to its high metastatic potential. Therapeutic
efforts have failed to produce a significant improvement in prognosis. In this situation, a better understanding of the key factors of

metastasis may be useful for designing new molecular targets of therapy. In order to identify these factors, we compared the
expression profiles of two subpopulations of an adenocarcinoma cell line with a high metastatic potential, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14, with
the parent cell line, PC9, using a cDNA array. The expression of 15 genes was found to be significantly enhanced or reduced in the

highly metastatic subpopulations. The expression of matrix metalloproteinase-2 (MMP-2), plasminogen activator inhibitor-1 (PAI-
1) and interleukin-1 (IL-1�) were upregulated in the highly metastatic subpopulations, while the expression of carcinoembryonic
antigen (CEA), caspase-5, Fas ligand, Prk/FNK, cyclin E, cyclin B1, Ki-67, proliferating cell nuclear antigen (PCNA), Smad4,

macrophage proinflammatory human chemokine-3a (MIP-3�)/LARC, Met and CD44 were downregulated. Data from the litera-
ture suggest that the altered expression of MMP-2, PAI-1, IL-1�, CEA, caspase-5, Fas ligand, Prk/FNK and Smad4 promotes the
highly metastatic phenotype. The differential expression of these genes was confirmed by Northern blot analysis, standard reverse

transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) and real-time quantitative RT-PCR. This analysis in subpopulations of a lung
cancer cell line indicated that the highly metastatic potential of lung cancer may be induced not by an alteration in the expression of
a single gene, but by the accumulation of alterations in the expression of several genes involved in extracellular matrix (ECM)
adhesion disruption, ECM degradation, escape from apoptosis, and resistance to transforming growth factor-ß1 (TGF-ß1). Strate-

gies for inhibiting metastasis of pulmonary adenocarcinoma should be designed accordingly. # 2001 Elsevier Science Ltd. All
rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Lung cancer is a major cause of death in Japan and
Western countries, and a gradual increase in its inci-
dence has been recognised. Approximately 70% of lung
cancer patients will die from metastatic disease, even
after complete resection of the primary tumour.
Although chemotherapy modalities are widely used for
inoperative lung cancer at present, their effect on survi-

val remains far from satisfactory [1]. In this situation,
inhibition of metastasis of lung cancer is thought to be
one of the important therapeutic strategies. The mole-
cules involved in the process of metastasis may be can-
didates for new molecular targets in the therapy of lung
cancer.
Many proteins are involved in metastasis. Matrix
metalloproteinases (MMPs) form a family of zinc-
dependent matrix-degrading enzymes secreted by
mesenchymal cells and tumour cells, and have been
implicated in invasive cell behaviour [2,3]. Tissue inhi-
bitors of metalloproteinases (TIMPs), TIMP-1 and
TIMP-2, have an abrogating effect on metastasis [4,5].
Urokinase-type plasminogen activator (uPA) plays a
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key role in tumour-associated proteolysis resulting in
the invasion and dissemination of tumour cells [6]. uPA-
catalysed proteolysis involves the urokinase-type plas-
minogen activator receptor (uPAR) [7]. The activity of
the receptor-bound uPA is regulated by inhibitors of
plasminogen activator, PAI-1 and PAI-2 [6]. Integrins
comprise a supergene family of transmembrane proteins
composed of noncovalently-associated a and ß subunits
[8]. Integrins are involved in tumour cell adhesion,
spreading and migration, thereby playing important
roles in tumour cell growth and metastasis [9]. The
proteins involved in cell growth and apoptosis also
influence the process of metastasis [10,11]. These mole-
cules involved in metastasis participate in one of four
main activities: extracellular matrix (ECM) adhesion
disruption, ECM degradation, cell cycle deregulation
and escape from apoptosis.
In our previous study, we established a highly meta-
static human lung adenocarcinoma cell line (PC9/f9) in
an experimental metastasis model by repeated inocula-
tion of PC9 cells in nude mice and subsequent culture of
the tumour cells that were harvested from pulmonary
metastatic foci [12]. PC9/f14 was established by five
additional inoculations. The PC9/f9 cells [12] and PC9/
f14 cells (data not shown) showed higher invasive
activity in the matrigel invasion assay than the parent
PC9 cells. In cell adhesion assays, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14
cells adhered to laminin, collagen type IV and fibro-
nectin more strongly than PC9 cells [12].
It is of interest to evaluate the various molecules
involved in metastasis. One approach to the identifica-
tion of metastasis-associated genes would be to identify
genes whose expression differs in the highly metastatic
cell lines compared with the parent cell line they are
derived from. The gene expression profiles of many
genes can now be examined through cDNA and oligo-
nucleotide microarrays, which are recently developed
technologies. Thus, in this study, we analysed the
expression profiles of the PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14 lines
using a cDNA array, and confirmed the results of the
cDNA array analysis by northern blot, reverse tran-
scription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) analyses
and real-time quantitative reverse transcriptase-poly-
merase chain reaction (RT-PCR).

2. Materials and methods

2.1. Cell lines

The human lung adenocarcinoma cell line, PC9, and
its highly metastatic sublines, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14, were
used in this study. The PC9 line was established at the
Tokyo Medical College, Tokyo, Japan. The PC9/f9 [12]
and PC9/f14 lines were established at the Nippon Med-
ical School. Briefly, a suspension of viable tumour cells

of the PC9 line (5�105/mouse) was injected into the tail
vein of nude mice. Male BALB/c nude mice were
obtained from Charles River Co. (Yokohama, Japan)
and were kept in a laminar air-flow cabinet under spe-
cific pathogen-free conditions. Six-week-old mice were
used. Twelve weeks after injection, the mice were sacri-
ficed and the lungs were examined. When pulmonary
metastatic foci were seen, they were removed from the
lung and minced in Roswell Park Memorial Institute
(RPMI) 1640 medium with 20% fetal calf serum (FCS).
After being grown and maintained for 4 weeks, this cell
line was injected into other 6-week-old mice. The above
process was performed nine times and resulted in the
establishment of a highly metastatic cell line designated
PC9/f9. Starting with the PC9/f9 line, the process was
performed five times using SCID mice (Charles River
Co., Yokohama, Japan) to yield the PC9/f14 line. To
confirm the human origin of the xenografted tumour,
Alu PCR was carried out [13]. In an experimental
metastasis experiment, injection of PC9/f9 or PC9/f14
cells into the tail vein resulted in significantly more pul-
monary metastases than injection of PC9 cells [12].

2.2. RNA isolation and cDNA array hybridisation

RNAs were prepared from the PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/
f14 cells using the standard protocols described pre-
viously in Ref. [14]. The mRNAs were isolated by incu-
bation with oligo-dT-magnetic beads (Toyobo Co.,
Osaka, Japan), and the non-specific bindings to the
beads were washed off. The GeneNavigator cDNA
Array System — Cancer Selected — (Toyobo Co.,
Osaka, Japan) was used. One hundred seventy-seven
species of human DNA fragments are duplicately spot-
ted on the filter. The genes on the filter include cancer-
related genes, housekeeping genes and non-mammalian
genes as negative controls. A list of a set of genes on the
filter is shown in web site: (http://www.toyobo.co.jp/
seihin/xr/product/genenavi/genenavigator.html). To
construct the probes, reverse transcription was per-
formed using the RT, ReverTraAce (Toyobo Co.,
Osaka, Japan), random 9mer (Toyobo Co., Osaka,
Japan) as the primer, and 5 mg of polyA RNA. The
probes were labelled with biotin by incorporation of
biotin-16-deoxyuracil triphosphate (dUTP) during the
synthesis of cDNA. The filters were pre-incubated in 20
ml of PerfectHyb (Toyobo Co., Osaka, Japan) at 68�C
for 30 min. The biotin-labelled probes were denatured
and added to the pre-hybridisation solution. The filters
were incubated in the hybridization mixture at 68�C
overnight. After washing, specific signals on the filters
were detected by the Imaging High Chemifluorescence
Detection kit (Toyobo Co., Osaka, Japan). Vistra ECF
substrate (AttoPhos) (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech,
Uppsala, Sweden) was used as the chemifluorescence
substrate. A chemifluorescence image of the filter was
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acquired by FluorImager (Amersham Pharmacia Bio-
tech, Uppsala, Sweden).

2.3. Analysis of the hybridisation signals

The gene expression images were quantified by mea-
suring the intensity of the signals using Imagene (Bio-
Discovery, Los Angeles, CA, USA). The signal intensity
among filters was compared by E-Gene Navigator
Analysis (GeneticLab, Sapporo, Japan). The back-
ground threshold was set at the level of 3-fold of that of
the negative control.

2.4. Northern blotting and standard RT-PCR

Northern blot analysis was performed as previously
described in Ref. [15]. RT-PCR was performed to
amplify each gene analysed in this study and the gly-
ceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase (GAPDH) gene
as a control using the primers listed in Table 1. The
amplified cDNA fragments were labelled with [32P]

deoxycyctodine triphosphate (dCTP) using a Prime-It
RmT Random Primer Labeling Kit (Stratagene, La
Jolla, CA, USA). These fragments, which differ from
the cDNAs spotted on the filter for the cDNA array,
were used as the probes in northern blot analysis. The
northern blot filters were hybridised with a labelled
probe, washed and exposed to X-ray film at �80�C
overnight.
The Gene Amp XL RNA PCR kit (Perkin-Elmer,
Roche, Branchburg, NJ, USA) was used for RT-PCR.
RNase-free DNase-treated total RNA (250 ng) was
used in the reaction as recommended by the manu-
facturer. PCR amplification (35 cycles) was performed
using specific primers for the genes (Table 1).

2.5. Real-time quantitative RT-PCR

Quantitative PCR was performed using the Sequence
Detector, ABI PRISM 7700, (Perkin-Elmer/Applied
Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA). The PCR primers
and the TaqMan fluorogenic probes were designed
using the Primer Express software program (Perkin-
Elmer/Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA).
Their sequences are shown in Table 2. One mg of each
total RNA was reverse transcribed using a random
hexamer and ReverTra Ace-a-(Toyobo Co., Osaka,
Japan). A portion of the cDNA was used for quantita-
tive PCR in a 50 ml volume using the designed primers,
Taqman probes, and Master Mix, which was composed
of PCR buffer, MgCl2, deoxyadenosine triphosphate
(dATP), dCTP, deoxyguanine triphosphate (dGTP),
dUTP, AmpErase UNG and AmpliTaq Gold DNA
polymerase (Perkin-Elmer/Applied Biosystems, Foster
City, CA, USA). The initial thermal cycle conditions
were 50�C for 2 min and 95�C for 10 min, as recom-
mended by the manufacturer. The cycle conditions were
95�C for 15 s and and 60�C for 1 min. The level of RNA
of a gene was expressed as the ratio of the level of RNA
of that gene to the level of GAPDH RNA in that
sample.

Table 1

List of primer sequences used in the polymerase chain reaction (PCR)

amplification of the indicated genes for use as northern blot probes

and in reverse transcriptase (RT)-PCR

Genes Sense primer sequence Antisense primer sequence

MMP-2 ggaagcatcaaatccgactgg gtgaaaggagaagagcctgaagtg

PAI-1 ttgtggtctgtgtcaccgtatctc gggaaagttctgtcctggtaggtc

IL-1� tcaagatgaaggcaaagcacg cctggctatgggataagcacaac

CEA cctgtggtgggtaaatggtcagag tgtgtgtgttgctgcggtatcc

FAS ligand gtttatgagccagacaaatggagg gaagtgaagatgctgccagtgg

Caspase-5 gcgtggctcatcaaatgtttacc gcggtcctctctcttttttattgg

Prk/FNK ttaggacccaagccctgaag gctcacatcccaataaataagtgtc

Smad4 aaggtgaaggtgatgtttgggtc gatgctctgtcttgggtaatccg

GAPDH acagtccatgccatcactgcc gcctgcttcaccaccttcttg

GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase; CEA, carci-

noembryonic antigen; MMP-2, matrix metalloproteinase-2; IL-1a,
interleukin-1a; PAI-1, plasminogen activator inhibitor-1.

Table 2

List of primer and probe sequences used in the real-time reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) of the indicated genes

Gene Sense primer sequence Antisense primer sequence Probe sequence

MMP-2 ccccaagctcatcgcagat ggtccacgacggcatcc cctggaatgccatccccgataacc

PAI-1 aaatcagacggcagcactgtct cgtcaaggtcctacagcatcattac actatactgagttcaccacgcccgatgg

IL-1� cagttgcccatccaaacttgt atagagggtggcccccc acaaagcaagactactgggtgtgcttggc

CEA ctgaggcaggagaatcgctt gtggtgcgatctgggctc aacccgggaggtggagattgcag

Fas ligand cagatctactgggtggacagca gcacagaggttggacaggga tgggcccctccaggcacagtt

Caspase-5 gggctacactgtggttgacga cagcaaatgccctcagca aagaatctcactgccagggatatggagtca

Prk/FNK cagagccgcgtcgcc ggtgcagctcaatctcatttagg agccgcatcagcgcgagaaga

Smad4 aaaacggccatcttcagcac aggccagtaatgtccggga acccgcctatgccgcccc

GAPDH gaaggtgaaggtcggagtc gaagatggtgatgggatttc caagcttcccgttctcagcc

GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase; CEA, carcinoembryonic antigen; MMP-2, matrix metalloproteinase-2; IL-1a, interleukin-1a;
PAI-1, plasminogen activator inhibitor-1.
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3. Results

3.1. Expression profiles of highly metastatic cell lines of
human lung adenocarcinoma

PC9, PC9/f9, and PC9/f14 RNAs were prepared using
the standard protocols as previously described in Ref.
[14]. To avoid any influences from the cell culture con-
ditions, we separately cultured each cell line in six bottles.
Then, we performed cDNA array analysis, Northern
blot hybridisation, and RT-PCR analysis of these three

cell lines to identify the genes associated with metas-
tasis. The results of hybridisation to the cDNA arrays
on the filters provided by TOYOBO are shown in Fig. 1.
The controls, including the GAPDH and �-actin genes,
are located at the outer line in the opposite angle and
are in duplicate. The standard curve was obtained by
calculating serially diluted spots of GAPDH (Fig. 1(d)).
The expression intensity of each gene was calculated by
comparing it to the internal standard. We identified
potential genes with a high metastatic activity by com-
paring the results of the cDNA array analysis of the

Fig. 1. cDNA array analysis of the expression of cancer-related genes in the PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14 cell lines: (a) PC9 cell line; (b) PC9/f9 cell line;

(c) PC9/f14 cell line; (d) Standard curves by calculated serially diluted spots of GAPDH; (e) Gene expression of pUC (negative control), CEA,

Smad4, IL-1�, MMP-2, PAI-1, Caspase-5, Fas ligand, p21 and TP53 in PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14. IL-1a MMP-2 and PAI-1 expression was

increased and CEA, Smad4, Caspase-5, and Fas ligand expression was decreased in the highly metastatic subpopulations. p21 and TP53 did not

change among the cell subpopulations (at least less than 3-fold). GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase; CEA, carcinoembryonic

antigen; MMP-2, matrix metalloproteinase-2; IL-1a, interleukin-1a; PAI-1, plasminogen activator inhibitor-1.
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PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14 cell lines. Some genes were
upregulated and other genes were downregulated in the
highly metastatic cell lines in comparison with those in
the PC9 parent adenocarcinoma line (Fig. 1(e), Tables 3
and 4). The intensity of hybridisation on the filters of
the cDNA array analysis were compared using Imagene
software (BioDiscovery, Los Angeles, CA, USA).
Table 3 shows the genes whose expression was upregu-
lated in one or both of the highly metastatic cell lines.
The expression of MMP-2, PAI-1 and interleukin-1a
(IL-1�) were upregulated in one of the highly metastatic
cell lines, PC/f14. In addition, we found that the
expression of several genes was suppressed in the highly
metastatic cell lines. The expression of carcinoem-
bryonic antigen (CEA), caspase-5, Fas ligand, Prk/FNK,
cyclin E, cyclin B1, Ki-67, proliferating cell nuclear
antigen (PCNA), Smad4, LARC, Met and CD44 were
downregulated in the PC9/f9 and/or PC9/f14 lines
(Table 4).
Fig. 2 shows representative results of the northern
blot analysis and the results of the RT-PCR analysis of
the genes that were found to be differentially expressed
on the cDNA array analysis. We could confirm the dif-
ferential expression of MMP-2, PAI-1, IL-1�, CEA,
caspase-5, Fas ligand, Smad4 and Prk/FNK between the
highly metastatic cell lines and the parent cell line, by
northern blot, RT-PCR and/or real-time RT-PCR ana-
lyses (Figs. 2 and 3, Table 5). RT-PCR and real-time

quantitative RT-PCR were each performed two times
for each gene.

4. Discussion

The highly metastatic cell lines, PC9/f9 [12] and PC9/
f14, showed a higher invasive activity in the matrigel
invasion assay than the PC9 cells. In cell adhesion
assays, PC9/f9 [12] and PC9/f14 cells (data not shown)
adhered to laminin, collagen type IV and fibronectin
more strongly than PC9 cells. Pretreatment of PC9/f9
cells with anti-ß1 monoclonal antibodies suppressed
lung metastasis by more than 50% in animal studies
[12]. FACS analysis showed that the integrins, a4ß1 and
a5ß1, were expressed on PC9/f9 cells, but not on the
parent PC9 cells [12]. PC9/f9 cells adhered to collagen
type IV via a2ß1, and to fibronectin mainly via a5ß1
and moderately via a4ß1 [12]. These data suggest that
altered expression of ß1 integrins leads to the increased
metastatic potential of PC9/f9 cells in comparison with
the parent PC9 cells.
In the present study, we compared the expression
profiles of the highly metastatic cell lines, PC9/f9 and

Table 3

Genes whose expression was upregulated in PC9/f9 or PC9/f14 on

cDNA array analysis

Gene PC9 PC9/f9 PC9/f14 Classes

MMP-2 7.2 3.6 43.2 Signalling intermediates

PAI-1 7.0 3.2 41.6 Signalling intermediates

IL-1� 7.0 12.4 27.2 Growth factor and hormones

MMP-2, matrix metalloproteinases-2; PAI-1, plasminogen activator

inhibitor; IL-1a, interleukin-1a.

Table 4

Genes whose expression was downregulated in PC9/f9 or PC9/f14 on cDNA array analysis

Gene PC9 PC9/f9 PC9/f14 Classes

CEA 30.3 8.7 0.8 Tumour suppressor genes/apoptosis

FAS ligand 37.7 24.0 5.9 Apoptosis

Caspase-5 20.9 19.3 0.5 Apoptosis

Prk/FNK 18.0 2.9 2.3 Signalling intermediates

Cyclin E 69.9 20.8 5.5 Cell cycle protein

Ki-67 44.5 8.3 18.8 Cell cycle protein

Cyclin B1 41.2 23.2 5.7 Cell cycle protein

PCNA 28.6 6.4 8.0 Cell cycle protein

Smad4 205.9 141.4 57.9 Regulatory transcription factors

MIP-3�/LARC 23.1 15.4 1.0 Growth factor and hormones

Met 18.3 24.6 2.7 Membrane receptor

CD44(HCAM) 32.7 39.3 6.4 Cell adhesion proteons

PCNA, proliferating cell nuclear antigen; MIP-3a, macrophage proinflammatory human chemokine-3a; CEA, carcinoembryonic antigen.

Table 5

Differential expression of genes between the PC9/f9 or PC9/f14 cell

lines and the parent PC9 cell line using real-time RT-PCR

Gene PC9 PC9/f9 PC9/f14

MMP-2 1.00 3.47 157.07

PAI-1 1.00 0.24 183.40

IL-1� 1.00 2.23 18.26

CEA 1.00 0.10 0.03

Fas ligand 1.00 0.45 0.01

Caspase-5 1.00 0.19 0.03

Prk/FNK 1.00 0.02 0.02

Smad4 1.00 0.02 0.00

CEA, carcinoembryonic antigen; MMP-2, matrix metalloproteinase-2;

IL-1a, interleukin-1a; PAI-1, plasminogen activator inhibitor-1.
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PC9/f14, with that of the parent cell line, PC9, using a
cDNA array. MMP-2, PAI-1 and IL-1� expression
were upregulated in one of the highly metastatic lines,
PC9/f14. MMPs comprise a family of metal-dependent
endopeptidases secreted by mesenchymal and tumour
cells. MMP-2, MMP-3 and MMP-9 play a major role in
cancer invasion and metastasis [16,17]. TIMPs which
are also expressed by cancer cells and mesenchymal
cells, abrogate the invasive properties of tumour cells
[4]. The correlation between tumour secretion of MMP-
2 and MMP-9, and experimental metastasis was based
on the measurement of type-IV collagen and gelatin
degradation [16]. These enzymatic activities as well as
inhibitor activity are present in tumour-conditioned
media [18]. In the present study, the PC9/f14 line
expressed a higher level of MMP-2 than the PC9 and
PC9/f9 lines, although the three cell lines expressed
similar levels of TIMPs and other MMPs. uPA, uPAR,

PAI-1, and PAI-2 may be involved in cancer metastasis
[6]. uPA converts inactive plasminogen to active plas-
min, which degrades the extracellular matrix protein
directly or indirectly during the tumour invasion process
[6]. PAI-1 seems to act in synergy with u-PA to promote
the invasion process, and is associated with the aggres-
siveness of lung tumours [19]. PAI-1 expression was also
significantly upregulated in the PC9/f14 line. IL-1a was
shown to enhance the adhesion of A549 lung carcinoma
and M6 melanoma cells to the vascular surface both in
vitro and in vivo, suggesting that IL-1 proteins facilitate
the metastatic process [20]. The PC9/f14 cell line
expressed a higher level of IL-1a than the parent PC9
cell line.
Genes whose expression was downregulated in the
PC9/f9 and/or PC9/f14 cell lines included those encod-
ing CEA, caspase-5, Fas ligand, Prk/FNK cyclin E,
cyclin B1, Ki-67, PCNA, Smad4, LARC, MIP-3�, Met
and CD44. CEA is a highly glycosylated cell surface
glycoprotein belonging to the immunoglobulin super-
family, and is involved in adhesion mechanisms. Trans-
fection of the CEA gene in human rhabdomyosarcoma
cells was reported not to affect the subcutaneous growth
of rhabdomyosarcoma in nude mice, but it strongly
inhibited the tumour’s metastatic ability to the lungs
and adrenals after intravenous (i.v.) injection [21].
Impairment of the metastatic potential is correlated
with a reduction in the homotypic adhesion properties
of the cells [21]. The function of caspase-5 is unknown.
Proteases of the caspase family are involved in both
programmed cell death, and immune and inflammatory
responses. The caspase-5 gene was reported to be
mutated in tumours with microsatellite instability [22].
One advantage of cells with a mutated caspase-5 gene
may be inhibition of apoptosis or inhibition of the
inflammatory response [22]. Fas and Fas ligand are
complementary receptor-ligand proteins that induce
apoptosis [23,24]. Fas ligand expression is normally
restricted to the spleen, lung, intestine, uterus, testis and
eye [23,24]. Both the incidence and number of metastasis
were reported to be increased in Fas ligand-deficient
mice [10]. The Fas–Fas ligand interaction can suppress

Fig. 3. Results of real-time quantitative RT-PCR of PAI-1 expression

in the PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14 cell lines. Rn, normalised reporter

(signal intensity of reporter/signal intensity of passive reference).

Fig. 2. Results of northern blot analysis and RT-PCR of genes that

were differentially expressed in the PC9, PC9/f9 and PC9/f14 cell lines:

(a) northern blot analysis of PAI-1, MMP-2, caspase-5 and GAPDH;

(b) RT-PCR of IL-1�, MMP-2, CEA and GAPDH. A: PC9 cell line;

B: PC9/f9 cell line; C: PC9/f14 cell line.
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metastasis, and its dysfunction may be linked to meta-
static progression [10]. Actually, tumours without Fas
and Fas ligand expression had a significantly higher
incidence of metastasis in many clinical studies [25–27].
Prk/FNK has been cloned and characterised as a puta-
tive serine/threonine kinase, and shows strong homol-
ogy to mouse fnk and polo family kinases [28]. Prk/
FNK expression was reported to be downregulated in
primary lung tumour samples [28]. Fnk regulates the
early signalling events in the cell cycle progression sti-
mulated by growth factors [29]. CEA and Prk/FNK
expression were reduced in the PC9/f9 and PC9/f14
lines. Caspase-5 and Fas ligand which are involved in
apoptosis, were weakly expressed in the PC9/f14 line.
Cyclin E [30], cyclin B1 [31], Ki-67 [32], PCNA [33]
and Smad4 [34] are involved in cell cycle regulation and
tumour growth. The in vitro growth rates of the cell
lines, as measured by the dimethylthiazolyl-2,5-diphe-
nyltetrazolium bromide (MTT) assay and [3H]-thymi-
dine incorporation assay, showed that PC9/f9 cells have
a similar ability of growth in vitro relative to PC9 cells
[12], while PC9/f14 cells have a higher growth ability
than PC9 cells (data not shown). The reduced expres-
sion of cyclin E, cyclinB1, Ki-67 and PCNA in the highly
metastatic cell lines in this study indicates that these cell
cycle regulators may not be involved in the highly
metastatic ability of the cell lines. The altered expression
of these cell cycle regulators seems to be a secondary
change, when comparing the expressions of these genes
in the cell lines to the growth ability of the cell lines. In
contrast, the level of Smad4 expression changed in par-
allel with cell growth ability. Smad4 is a member of the
signalling pathway of the transforming growth factor-ß
(TGF-b) superfamily [34]. TGF-ß1 regulates the pro-
liferation of normal epithelial cells, and resistance to
TGF-ß1 growth inhibition is a common feature of
human cancers [35]. The growth advantage of the PC9/
f14 cell line may be due to resistance to TGF-ß1. MIP-
3a/LARC expression has been described in macro-
phages, eosinophils, dendritic cells, colon cancer, lung
cancer, pancreatic cancer, leukaemia, lymphoma and
melanoma [36,37]. It stimulates the growth or migration
of pancreatic cancer [38]. Met-hepatocyte growth fac-
tor/scatter factor (HGF/SF) signalling was suggested to
enhance tumour growth and metastasis of ras-trans-
formed NIH3T3 cells [39]. Overexpression of CD44 was
reported to promote lung colonisation during micro-
metastasis of murine fibrosarcoma cells [40]. These
molecules might be regulated by a negative- feedback
mechanism in highly metastatic cell lines.
In summary, although in vivo and in vitro selection
cannot be ruled out as contributing to the metastatic
phenotype, the upregulation of MMP-2, PAI-1 and IL-
1� expression and downregulation of CEA, caspase-5,
Fas ligand, Prk/FNK and Smad4 expression seem to be
involved in the highly metastatic phenotype of the PC9/

f14 and/or PC9/f9 cell lines. During the repeated incu-
bation and culture of the PC9 parent cell line, a reduc-
tion of CEA and Prk/FNK expression occurred in the
PC9/f9 cells. Upon further repeated incubation and
culture, the expression of MMP-2, PAI-1 and IL-1�
increased and the expression of caspase-5, Fas ligand
and Smad4 decreased. The results of the present study
indicate that the highly metastatic phenotype of the
PC9/f9 and PC9/f14 cell lines resulted not from a single
gene alteration, but from an accumulation of alterations
in the expression of various genes that play specific roles.
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